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           THE FRIENDS

                                                            SPRING NEWSLETTER
MAY 2010
Dear Friends

Welcome to the Friends of Harrogate Theatre Spring Newsletter. Sorry it has been a bit later than usual but it was to enable the Committee for the Friends of Harrogate Theatre to confirm a £7,000 donation to Harrogate Theatre. The gift is to assist with the Harrogate Theatre 2010/2011 Education programme. Over the last five years the Friends of Harrogate Theatre has donated over £40,000 to Harrogate Theatre, only made possible by you, our supporters.
Since our last Newsletter the Friends of Harrogate Theatre have had a number of events and I have been pleased to have had the opportunity to meet so many of you. The highlight was our trip in March to Brussels and a tour of the EU Parliament. A press release regarding the trip is provided at the back of this newsletter. The Committee of the Friends of Harrogate Theatre would like to express special thanks to Dorothy Renwick who was solely responsible for the planning and leadership of this successful trip. Dorothy in turn has asked me to express her thanks to the marvellous group of Friends for their card, gift and flowers.

For the Summer season we have two special trips which we hope will appeal to Friends. We are planning a coach trip to Scarborough including a visit to the Stephen Joseph Theatre for a production of Midsummer Night Dream by William Shakespeare and continuing the theme of coastal resorts we are also planning an excursion to Whitby. Full details are provided overleaf. These events will be very popular and therefore, early booking is advised to avoid disappointment.   
The Friends of Harrogate Theatre Annual General Meeting is to take place on Wednesday 21st July 2010 in the Studio Theatre, commencing at 6.30pm. Entertainment and light refreshments are to be provided after the meeting. 

I know it is a long time ahead, but please note a date for your diaries; the Friends of Harrogate Theatre Christmas Lunch will be held on December 12th 2010. Full details will be provided in the next Newsletter in late August.    
Although Harrogate Theatre offers `On-Line Booking`, Friends events are only available by calling into the Box Office in person or booking by telephone 01423 502116. The Box Office is open 10.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Saturday.   

In July 2011, long serving members of the committee are due to retire as they have reached the end of their period of office. Vacancies will arise for Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Editor of the Friends Newsletter. If you are interested in taking an active part in the Friends of Harrogate Theatre, please write to me at Friends of Harrogate Theatre, Harrogate Theatre, Oxford Street, Harrogate HG1 1QF 
Finally, I hope you get chance to join us on one of the forthcoming trips and I look forward to seeing you at the Theatre in the near future. On behalf of the Friends of Harrogate Theatre Committee, I thank you for your continued support. 
Helen Monkman Chairman of the Friends of Harrogate Theatre
As we are keen to reduce paper consumption and postage costs, please remember you can receive the Friends Newsletter by email. If you would like to use this service please email your request to friends@harrogatetheatre.co.uk. Currently, ninety five members have requested this option.

NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP OFFICE

The Friends of Harrogate Theatre had 485 members at the end of March 2010. If you do not yet donate through our Gift Aid scheme please consider that for a £10 membership we receive a £2.82 Gift Aid donation, for a £15 membership fee we receive back a £4.23 donation and for a £20 membership fee we receive £5.64, enabling us to increase the value of your subscription by 28p for every £1. If you have not already done so, please telephone the Box Office on 01423 502116 and leave a message, or email friends@harrogatetheatre.co.uk to request a Gift Aid form. To qualify for Gift Aid, the amount you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount we will claim in a given tax year. Paying subscriptions by Standing Order is so much more economical and efficient to process. If you are not already paying by Standing Order and wish to do so, please telephone the Box Office on 01423 502116 and leave a message or email friends@harrogatetheatre.co.uk. 
FRIENDS OF HARROGATE THEATRE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President

Derick England


Chairman
Helen Monkman

Treasurer

Peter Rous


Membership
Ann Eaden & Sue Armitage

Newsletter Editor
Peter Rous


Publicity
Pam Delahay-Walmsley

Secretary

Hilary Hebden


Flexible
Derek Evans


Mailing


Mo Taylor



Committee Members may be contacted in writing to Friends of Harrogate Theatre c/o The Box Office, Harrogate Theatre, Oxford Street, Harrogate HG1 1QF, the Harrogate Theatre Box Office Tel: 01423 502116 or email friends@harrogatetheatre.co.uk. 
FRIENDS OF HARROGATE THEATRE EVENTS 

Saturday 5th June 2010 – Ticket event, including entry ticket and coach journey 
Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Stephen Joseph Theatre in Scarborough
Pick up outside the Odeon Cinema 9.30am. Return to Harrogate approximately 7.00pm

Performance starts at 2.30pm 

Price £29.00 per person. 
Tickets are available after 6th May 2010 from the Harrogate Theatre Box Office Tel 01423 502116

Wednesday 21st July 2010 – Friends of Harrogate Theatre Annual General Meeting
All Friends are welcome. Meeting starts 6.30pm in the Studio Theatre followed by light refreshments and entertainment. Please ensure you show your membership card at the door. Free of Charge
Saturday 21st August 2010 – Ticket event for coach journey only, Trip to Whitby 
Pick up outside the Odeon Cinema 9.30am. Return to Harrogate approximately 6.00pm

Price £15.00 for adults, £10.00 for children 
Tickets are available after 6th May 2010 from the Harrogate Theatre Box Office Tel 01423 502116
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News From
Harrogate Theatre
THEATRE RESTORATION

The main public areas have now been refurbished but restoration is continuing behind the scenes. A fund raising campaign has commenced to raise £250,000 towards the costs of upgrading the stage, stage lighting and changing rooms, so providing excellent facilities for our artistic visitors and touring groups. I am pleased to advise that since the campaign was launched in January 2010 the Theatre has already received pledges of £170,000. 

THEATRE EVENTS
Programmes with full details of events for the Spring and Summer Season 2010 have been circulated. For details of `What’s On`, call in at the box office or go `On Line` at www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk 

HARROGATE YOUTH THEATRE
Harrogate Youth Theatre has just been awarded the national Sound Systems accreditation in recognition for their work for safeguarding children and young people, making them the first Youth Theatre in the country to achieve this honour. This caps a fantastic month for Harrogate Youth Theatre following the Nidderdale Drama Festival where they won 4 awards for their production of Alan Ayckbourn’s Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations. The awards included Best Actor, Best Youth Performance, Best Play and Best Director / Producer. 


David Bown, Chief Executive of Harrogate Theatre said: “It is fantastic for our Youth Theatre to be recognised in this way, the members and the staff work so hard throughout the year on a wide variety of workshops and productions and I am so proud of their achievements at the Nidderdale Drama Festival. Working with the community and young people is at the very heart of what we do at Harrogate Theatre and we look forward to continuing this commitment with many more people over the coming years”.
  
Harrogate Youth Theatre (HYT) is one of the largest and most respected youth theatre programmes in the country and is committed to offering young people the best opportunities to work with theatre professionals across the country.  
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                       Harrogate Theatre
              Fundraising Committee

                     MAY 2010
Welcome to Spring!


After the winter we have recently experienced, making reference to our long awaited season of renewal seemed the most natural greeting. The first bit of information I have from the Theatre Fundraising committee is very positive indeed. The Ceilidh we held on March 17th was a resounding success and raised a staggering £1,222 net. I’m delighted to tell you we have secured the Cairn Hotel, along with Cobblers Wax, for a repeat performance on Thursday 17th. March 2011, so jot that down in your diary and tell your friends, don’t be the one on the waiting list!

Treasure Hunt and Picnic – July/August


A heading to conjure up balmy warm sunshine, birdsong and butterflies, all of which we are hoping for. At this stage, we can’t give you an exact date, other than July or August, but please bear with us! The plan is to devise a treasure hunt suitable for all the family. It is hoped this will be held in Ripley and the gardens of Ripley Castle. Permission is being sought as I write, but will not be through in time for the posting of this newsletter. We will also ask you to bring your own picnic, so we can all enjoy a wonderful afternoon amidst stunning surroundings. To obtain the date and full information, please would you either drop into the Theatre foyer any time after mid-May, tickets will be available from the Box Office by then, or ring either me (01423) 551 769, or Mo Taylor (01423) 705 429. We hope you can join us. 

Variety Talent Performance – The Big “T” - Saturday 25th. September – Harrogate Theatre


Are you hiding a talent? Something you have always yearned to have a go at? Perhaps you, or someone you know, can sing, dance, play an instrument, present a monologue or have the ability to make people laugh, anything – surprise us! We are looking for people who can entertain an audience. Through a process of auditions, which will be held late summer using professional judges, we will find the very best from Harrogate & District, and produce a spectacular Variety Show. Circle the 25th. September on your calendar, you will need to buy your ticket. For an audition, please contact frances.sellars@hotmail.co.uk.

10 Romantic Poets – From Wordsworth to Kipling - a weekly course from 4th. October for 10 weeks.
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Wordsworth said the aim of poetry was to make new things familiar and familiar things new. In this 10 week course there will be the opportunity to look more closely at both popular and less well known poems by ten of our greatest poets – Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats, Tennyson, Arnold, Hopkins, Hardy, Owen and Kipling. (Texts will be provided).


The course will be led by John Forster M.A.(Cantab), M.Ed., formerly Head of King James School and Head of English at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Wakefield.


This course is designed for a broad spectrum of people, from those who have never read or even particularly liked poetry before, to those who will relish the opportunity to reignite their interest. Poems will be considered within the context of each poet’s life and times, and it is hoped that they will provide discussion of issues that continue to concern us in modern day life.


The weekly classes will be held at Harrogate Theatre, in the Circle Bar, on Monday afternoons from 2 – 3.30 pm., starting on October 4th. 2010. The cost of the 10 week course is £50, to include tea or coffee mid-session. The money generated from this venture will go towards the ongoing refurbishment of our beautiful theatre. There will be room for 20 people. If you are interested, please book your course by purchasing a ticket from the Theatre Box Office, or book by phone (01423) 502 116.

50/50 Auction  -  Thursday 18th. November  –  Cairn Hotel  -  evening


If you, or someone you know, have unwanted furniture, household items, jewellery or anything saleable, please consider placing it into our 50/50 auction. You will receive half the hammer price, whilst the other half will go to the Theatre Restoration Fund. Larger items can be stored until the auction. For further information, please contact Bob Nash (01423) 879 527.
Lots to think about, something for everyone, we look forward to seeing you very soon.            Anne Cherry         Top of Form
For ongoing information and news about Harrogate Theatre, log onto www.harrogatetheatre.co.uk
PRESS RELEASE
FROM:
Ann Eaden: 
Friends of Harrogate Theatre

SUBJECT:
Friends of Harrogate Theatre Visit to Belgium & the EEC

DATE:

21 – 26 March 2010

COPY:

Swapping the somewhat smaller stage of Harrogate Theatre for the international stage of politics, forty members of the Friends of Harrogate Theatre made a memorable visit to the European Parliament in Brussels as guests of Timothy Kirkhope, MEP for Yorkshire and Humber Constituency and Deputy Chair of the European Conservatives and Reformists group of the EEC.  The Chief Whip Mr Philip Bradbourne OBE MEP also took time out of his busy schedule to meet the group - with 27 Member States and 736 Members he has many meetings to attend!  They both gave very generously of their time to explain various aspects of the EEC, the different political groups and to outline some of an MEP’s responsibilities.  Admitting to a keen interest in theatre, Mr Kirkhope was happy to answer a wide range of questions with humour and skill before the group was taken into the magnificent Council Chamber – familiar from so many TV news programmes.

Contrasting strongly with the superb facilities of the EEC but nonetheless poignantly demonstrating the vital importance of respect, cooperation and trust between nations, the rest of the six day visit was spent visiting the historic battlefields, trenches and war graves of World War One.  This was a visit none of us will ever forget.

  Membership application forms for the Friends of Harrogate Theatre are available from the theatre foyer or Email: friends@harrogatetheatre.co.uk
                                                                                                                                     END
The next Friends of Harrogate Theatre is due for publication in August 2010
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